News at a Glance

The Center for Environmental Genetics is pleased to announce that Michelle
Burbage, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Public Health Sciences, has agreed to
serve as co-leader of the CEG Community Engagement Core. Dr. Burbage
will work alongside core leader Nicholas Newman, D.O., M.S., and Program
Manager Angela Larck, MSOL, to advance community-based participatory
research and the translation of knowledge gained from
CEG-supported studies of gene-environment interactions.

“We are thrilled to have Dr. Burbage join the CEG team,”
said Center Director Susan Pinney, Ph.D., FACE. Pinney
served as core director from 2018 through 2020. “As the
reach and impact of the CEG community engagement
core continues to grow, the addition of Dr. Burbage
and her skills in research, education, and work among
vulnerable populations is very timely and welcome.

Michelle Burbage, Ph.D.

Burbage has worked on projects with the Ronald McDonald House,
Urban Appalachian Council, YWCA's mammogram outreach program,
and local schools and health departments. In 2018 Burbage received
the prestigious Mirzayan Science & Technology Policy Fellowship
of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.

CEC leader Nick Newman, D.O., M.S., is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center and Site Director of the
NIEHS-funded Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit (PEHSU) at
CCHMC. The CEG Community Engagement Core provides an essential
interface between population and bench scientists specializing in the study
of gene-environment interactions and stakeholders throughout our region.
To read more about the CEC click here. Follow the CEC on Facebook here.

Inaugural class of University Research Council Faculty
Scholars includes two new CEG members

New CEG Associate Member Katherine Vest, PhD (2019), Assistant Professor
in the Department of Molecular Genetics, Biochemistry and Microbiology,
and CEG New Investigator Awardee Patrick Ray , PhD (NIA 2020), Assistant
Professor in the College of Engineering and Applied Science, have been
named to the inaugural class of University
Research Council Faculty Scholars. Each
of these URC Faculty Scholars is receiving
$25,000 to take a transformative research
idea and develop it over the next 2 years.
Vest plans to use a previously untapped
approach to track the distribution of
copper in cells to better understand
how this essential but toxic trace metal modifies the proteins that bind
to and control RNA to impact gene expression. Dr. Ray specializes in the
development and application of numerical models of the integrated hydro-
economic system for risk management under uncertainty. His work includes
leading a team that is working to complete a historical reconstruction of
source water contamination by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).
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